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Nominator Guidance Document 
NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT NEED TO BE UPLOADED AS PART OF THE 
NOMINATION PACKAGE AND IS FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY 
 

Award Description 
The Lynda Tam Guiding Light and Legacy Award honours an individual whose creativity, imagination and 
commitment to student success have shaped advising and student services at York University. Presented 
annually, the award recognizes an advising, peer leadership, or student services professional who embodies 
Lynda Tam’s creativity, imagination and ability to positively guide others and programs to deliver student 
service excellence.  

Guidance for Nominators 
It is the nominator’s responsibility to present a clear, thorough and evidence-based case that reflects the 
nominee’s achievements and exceptional contributions. Submissions should demonstrate how the nominee 
excels in each of the award criteria, using specific, measurable examples that are explicitly linked to those 
criteria. As adjudicators may not be familiar with the nominee, provide clear context about their role, 
responsibilities and contributions, and avoid internal jargon or assumptions.  

Nominations must also clearly articulate the nominee’s impact not only within their unit, but across the 
broader York University community highlighting the significance and reach of their contributions. Where 
possible, this should be supported through multiple perspectives, including letters from colleagues, 
collaborators and/or students, to demonstrate the breadth of the nominee’s impact.  
 

The following core criteria guide adjudication; nominations should demonstrate that the nominee:  
☐ Illustrates innovative approaches, initiatives, or program development that enhance the student  
    experience  
☐ Serves as a coach, mentor, or guiding presence for students, colleagues and/or programs  
☐ Demonstrates a sustained commitment to delivering high-quality, student-centred service and  
    support  

 

In addition to the core criteria, strong nominations provide evidence that the nominee:  
☐ Has achieved sustained impact on student experience, advising practice, or peer leadership over 
time  
☐ Demonstrates depth and breadth of influence, including contributions within and beyond the  
    nominee’s home unit  
☐ Reflects a commitment to student-centred values, including equity, care and inclusivity  
☐ Builds collaborative relationships with students, colleagues and campus partners  
☐ Contributes to mentorship and capacity-building, supporting the growth and development of others  
☐ Applies creativity with purpose, leading to meaningful improvements in programs, services, or  
    student outcomes   
 

Please submit your nomination packages using this online form 

All inquiries can be emailed to fa-lyndatamaward@yuoffice.yorku.ca 

  


